Ultrastructure of skeletal muscle in rheumatoid myositis.
Muscle biopsies from 8 cases of rheumatoid myositis (5 females and 3 males) were studied by electron microscopy. All muscle fibers studied showed either necrosis or atrophy, the latter varying from slight to severe. Mononuclear cell infiltration was present in all cases, with 4 types of cells observed (lymphocytes, plasma cells, macrophages and mast cells). The capillary endothelium showed proliferation of organelles, occlusion of lumina, and thickening of the basement membrane. The pathogenesis of muscle damage in rheumatoid myositis is discussed.